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Overview of the CHIP Learning Log
CHIP Learning Log - What’s it all about?
	
CHIP stands for Conceptual, Historical and Integrative Perspectives.


. . .
As you become active psychological researchers - and over half way through your undergraduate training in psychology - it is important to consider the wider context of what you are doing.
Learning log? huh?
	
A Learning Log is a reflective account of your learning journey. It requires reflection and meta-cognitive practice.


. . .
By thinking about your personal learning journey, you take an objective ‘outside’ perspective on this important process. By doing so, it aids meta-learning - or the process of ‘learning to learn’.
. . .
Whether you end up being a ‘psychologist’ or not, your degree is an important opportunity to demonstrate your ability to learn (knowledge AND skills)
The topics already introduced this year include:
· What is Science?
· Artificial Intelligence
· Open Science & Open Practices
· Qualitative &/Versus Quantitative Research
· MeSearch
· Inclusivity
· “MyPsychology”
· Ethics
· Psychometrics and scale development
· Bias in research
· Replication Crisis (& Theory Crisis)
· Meta-cognition & Reflective practice
The topics approaching this year are:
· Psychology and science (available now)
· Evolution and Evolutionary Psychology
· Cultural Evolutionary Psychology
· Philosophy of Science
· Statistics and their dark history
But you are welcome to choose more broadly:
· If you can argue that your choice of topic meets the brief
· AND you deal with the topic in line with the rubric
· You are welcome to email me and confirm suitability
Assessment
Coursework is designed to allow you to engage with the ‘big picture’ of your degree
Think about how these issues link into psychology as a discipline, and how they relate to your own thoughts about what psychology is or should be
Two essays of max 700 words each
Marks are awarded for reflection, evidence of learning and bring topics together. Please see marking criteria for both essays.
Not a regurgitation of facts.
They are designed to be personal and reflective – embrace this aspect!
Essay 1
Essay 1 is based on the content of ONE of the FOUR topics and should adopt at least two of the following 6 ‘perspectives’.
STU - Your interests or experience as a student of psychology;
TRN - Your role as a trainee psychologist;
RES - A planned research project in or after your degree;
HIS - The history of Psychology and related disciplines;
PRA - Reporting on the Practice or Culture of Psychology;
SCI - Assumptions about science and how it relates to psychology
Essay 1 tips
· Ask a specific question – and answer it.
· Intro, body, conclusion structure.
· Reflect on the topic and give your own opinion as to the answer!
· Present a journey in your learning or appreciation of the topic
· Ensure your answer is argued using examples
· Use evidence in your argument from a range of sources, ideally do some strategic wider reading
· Present and reference it well
Essay 2
Essay 2 should focus on at least one of the OTHER topics covered in the course.
This answer should focus on a primary reading associated with the lectures and then any further reading you have done (strongly encouraged).
You must identify that primary reading explicitly in the essay itself.
You should not simply restate what the authors thought or found, but rather briefly summarise the point that stimulated your interest in the reading and use that as a springboard to discuss the topic or issue.
Think about your perspective on the issues.
What do you think about this debate or issue? We want to know!
And what do you think are interesting directions for psychologists to take this debate or issue in the future?
Essay 2 tips
· Explicitly identify a single initial reading and build upon that.
· Discuss a debate or issue that you think is interesting or important
· Give your own opinion and how this has developed or changed as a result of the lecture, the course more widely, and/or the reading.
· Argue your opinion explicitly, own it and back it up with examples
· Use evidence in your argument from a range of sources, ideally do some strategic wider reading
· Present and reference it well
Overlapping content
You can combine across different topics in Essay 2 (e.g., you could talk about Evolution and Consciousness, or Inclusivity and Meta Learning), and thinking about links between topics is strongly encouraged.
However, the material covered in Essay 2 must be different from Essay 1. Students will be penalised for covering identical topics.
Submission
Deadline is 10am Friday 21st April – ±3 weeks after the end of term
Both answers should be written in essay-style prose (e.g., with APA references where you refer to sources) put in a single document and submitted to the coursework submission page.
Max 700 words per answer (references not included in word count)
Remember that this only accounts for a smaller portion of the module grade (15%). Should hopefully be an enjoyable way to reflect on issues on the course you found interesting.
Mini-Dissertation Reflective Account
Just a quick reminder about the compulsory reflective account at the end of the Mini-Dissertation.
If you do not supply this, your Mini-Dissertation is not complete and this impacts the mark.
It is NOT an opportunity to gripe about group work, or to try to obtain favourable marks.
It’s another opportunity to reflect on your learning journey.
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Looking forward to seeing you in Labs tomorrow
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LEARNING LOG RUBRIC FOR ESSAY 1 - REFLECTION ON A CHOSEN CHIP TOPIC FROM 2+ PERSPECTIVES

Really needs

ESSAY 1 WEIGHT _|EXPLANATION improvement (Fail) [ Needs Improvement (3rd) Satisfactory (2:2) | Well Achieved (2:1) |Very Well Achieved (1st)

STRUCTURE 10%  [Isessay1wellstructured? | Most requirements not met. Essay  |Some requirements met but poorly | Most requirements met but not All o most requirements metand | All requirements met and achieved to
Doesit askand answeraclear |may fail to set or address a question |achieved. Essay may fail tosetor  |achieved toa high standard. Essay  [achieved to a high standard. Essay  [a very high standard. Essay addresses
|question? o fail to make a good attempt at address a question or fail to make a [sets and address a question but not [addresses an explicit questionand  |a

providing an answer. Missing one of |good attempt a providing an answer. |explicitly o fails tomake agood  |makes a good attempt a providing an [clear question and makes an excellent
other of the following three Contains the following three attempt a providing an answer. answer. attempt a providing an answer.
elements: elements: Contains the following three Contains the following three Contains the following three
1. Introduction 1. Introduction elements: elements: elements:
2. Body 2. Body 1. Introduction 1. Introduction 1. Introduction
3. Conclusion 3. Conclusion 2. Body 2. Body 2. Body

3. Conclusion 3. Conclusion 3. Conclusion

PERSPECTIVES 10% |Doesessay1adopt2outof6 |Chosen perspectives not mentioned, |One or two perspectives mentioned | Two perspectives stated (or implicit) |Two perspectives explicitly stated and | Two perspectives explicitly stated and
perspectives? unclear or not effectively linked to the but not very well linked to the topic. [and partially linked to the topic. bothyall linked to the topic effectively. | both linked to the topic intelligently,

topic. thoughtfully, creatively.

[REFLECTION 10% |Doesessay1demonstrate | Only repeats facts. No reflection on | Give facts from lectures but with | Demonstrates elements of reflection | Demonstrates reflection on what was | Demonstrates thoughtful reflection
reflection on what was learned | what was learned. No personal little personal reflection on learning. |on what was learned in lecture. Gives |learned in lecture and process of on what was learned in lecture and
in lecture? Doesit offer opinion offered. Gives students own opinions but students own learning. Gives students own opinions |process of learning. Gives students
students own opinion? without support. opinions but doesn't related these to |and illustrates how these have lown opinions and illustrates how

learning or course content. changed as these have changed as a result of
a result of attending the course. attending the course.

[ARGUMENT 10% |Isthe essay well argued? Does [Ideas are hard to follow and not Ideas are not always logically Ideas are mostly logically presented |[Ideas are logically presentedand [All ideas are logically presented and
itillustrate itspointswith  |supported by argument. No examples |presented and arguments are difficult|and arguments are generally explicit. [argument is mostly explicit. arguments are explicit. Creative
|appropriate examples used. to identify o follow. Poor use of Use of relevant examples. Persuasive argument and thoughtful |argument or intelligent and

examples or examples chosen are not choice of examples. thoughtful choice of examples.
relevant

SOURCES. 5% |Doesthe essaymake use ofa |Inappropriate citations or no citations |Some appropriate citations butno | Mostly appropriate citations but Wide range of appropriate citations | Wide range of appropriate and
range of sourcestoback upits mentioned. No evidence of any evidence of any wider reading. limited evidence of wider reading.  [and some evidence of wider reading. |creative citations with clear
|arguments? meaningful reading. demonstration of wider reading.

PRESENTATION 5% |isessaylpresentedwelland |Poor presentation that inhibits Poor presentation that inhibits Satisfactory presentation in terms of | Largely good presentation in terms of | Excellent presentation in terms of
|communicate successfully? | effective communication of ideas,  [effective communication of ideas,  |format and writing style and mostly ~|format and writing style and format and writing style. Very
Doesituse APA referencing? (answer or argument. No use of APA ~|answer or argument. Fails to use APA |communicates ke ideas. Mostly uses [communicates well. Largely successful communication.

style citations or citations in general.
Missing reference list.

style citations consistently or correctly|
and incomplete reference list.

correct APA style citations and mostly
complete reference list.

appropriate use of APA citations and
mostly complete reference list.

|Appropriate use of correct APA
citations and complete reference list.
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LEARNING LOG RUBRIC FOR ESSAY 2 - REFLECTION ON SPECIFIC READING WITHIN ANOTHER CHIP TOPIC

Really needs

ESSAY 1 WEIGHT _|EXPLANATION improvement (Fail) Needs Improvement (3rd) satisfactory (2:2) | Well Achieved (2:1) [Very Well Achieved (1st)

[STRUCTURE 10% |Isessay2wellstructured? | Most requirements not met. Essay |Some requirements met but poorly | Most requirements met but not [All or most requirements metand | All requirements met and achieved to
Doesitbuildonarelevant, |does not identify a specific reading or |achieved. Essay does not identifya |achieved to a high standard. Essay  |achieved to a high standard. Essay  |a very high standard. Essay explicitly
specific reading and discussa fails to discuss a specific debate or |specific reading or doesn't discuss a|identifies a specific reading and explicitly identifies and builds ona identifies and builds on a specific
debate or issue? issue. Missing one of other of the |debate o issue in any detail. presents a discussion of a debate or |specific reading and discusses itin  |reading and presents a detailed

following three elements: Contains the following three issue in limited detail. detail. discussion of the debate or issue
1. Introduction elements: Contains the following three Contains the following three comprehensively.
2. Body 1. Introduction elements: elements: Contains the following three
3. Conclusion 2. Body 1. Introduction 1. Introduction elements:
3. Conclusion 2. Body 2. Body 1. Introduction
3. Conclusion 3. Conclusion 2. Body
3. Conclusion

REFLECTION 15% |Doesessay2demonstrate | Only repeats facts. No reflection on _|Give facts from lectures but with | Demonstrates elements of reflection | Demonstrates reflection on what was | Demonstrates thoughtful reflection
reflection on what was learned | what was learned. No personal little personal reflection on learning. |on what was learned in the lecture.  [learned in lecture and process of [on what was learned in lecture and
inlecture? Doesit offer opinion offered. Gives own opinions but without Gives own opinions but doesn't learning. Gives own opinions and process of learning. Gives own
e support. related these to learning or course  illustrates how these relate to opinions and illustrates how these

content. opinions expressed in the course, |have developed as a result of
perhaps without a sense of attending the course and reading on
development or impact of reading. |the topic(s).

[ARGUMENT 15% |Isthe essay well argued? Does |Ideas are hard to follow and not Ideas are not always logically Ideas are mostly logically presented |Ideas are logically presentedand |l ideas are logically presented and
itillustrate its points with supported by argument. No examples [presented and arguments are difficult [and arguments are generally explicit. (argument is mostly explicit. arguments are explicit. Creative
appropriate examples used. to identify or follow. Poor use of Use of relevant examples. Persuasive argument and thoughtful (argument or intelligent and

|examples or examples chosen are not choice of examples. thoughtful choice of examples.
relevant.

[SOURCES 5% |Doesthe essaymake use ofa |Inappropriate citations or no citations |Some appropriate citations but no | Mostly appropriate citations but Wide range of appropriate citations | Wide range of appropriate and
range of sourcestoback upiits | mentioned. No evidence of any evidence of any wider reading. limited evidence of wider reading.  [and some evidence of wider reading. |creative citations with clear
arguments? meaningful reading. demonstration of wider reading.

PRESENTATION 5% |isessay2 presentedwelland |Poor presentation that inhibits Poor presentation that inhibits Satisfactory presentation in terms of |Largely good presentation in terms of |Excellent presentation in terms of
communicate successfully? |effective communication of ideas, |effective communication of ideas,  |format and writing style and mostly ~ [format and writing style and format and writing style. Very
Doesit use APA referencing? |answer or argument. No use of APA  |answer or argument. Fails to use APA [communicates key ideas. Mostly uses |communicates well. Largely successful communication.

style citations or citations in general.
Missing reference list.

style citations consistently or correctly
and incomplete reference list.

correct APA style citations and mostly
complete reference list.

appropriate use of APA citations and
mostly complete reference list.

Appropriate use of correct APA
citations and complete reference list.





